308          LAST BOUT   OF WORK
Balzac's answer to this missive is lost. It nust have been despatched at once, and was evic ;ntly not conciliatory, as it was answered on the ;ame day in the following terms :
"PARIS, July 13% 1  47.
" I only publish * Les Paysans ' because we lave an account to settle. Otherwise I certainly s ould not publish it, and the success of 'La De: lien Incarnation de Vautrin ' would certainly not ape me to do it.
"Therefore if you are able without incor. reni ence to pay back to the Presse what it advi icec to you, I will willingly give up cLes Pay ans. Otherwise I will publish * Les Paysans,' and wil begin on Monday next, the 19th. But I insist thai there shall be no interruption. I count on thi;
"EMILE  DE
Girardin's bitter resentment is excusable, ^ her we remember that it was in September, ] J44 nearly three years before, that Balzac had rec< vec 9,000 francs in advance for " Les Paysans." S nee then only one number of the promised ^ orl had been produced, and the great writer's nlj explanation for his long delay in finishing the book was the inadequate one, that Dujarier ia<3 interrupted " Les Paysans " after the first chaj ers had been published, to be able to begin Alexai Ire Dumas' novel " La Heine Margot," before the nd of 1844,